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Welcome - clair McColl, Strategic Lead - Dorset Music Service

As we come screaming up to the end of the academic year, | must take the opportunity to
thank all music leaders across the county for the work you’ve done this year to help our
young people to thrive in their music-making. We hope you enjoy the results of young
musicians’ efforts through your end of term celebrations, as well as the well-earned rest
beyond them.

Happy retirement shout-out! Andy Smith is retiring from his role leading Music at
Beaminster School. Thanks for all you’ve done for young musicians in West Dorset and
beyond - and keep in touch!

I’m sure Andy won’t miss the annual DfE Data Collection task — but we are so grateful for
your support capturing this information that is so important in evidencing and making the
case to support investment in music education. The DMS team will be available over the

summer should colleagues have any queries around the data for the 23-24 academic year.

It has certainly been a jam-packed year for music education nationally with the Music Hub
Investment Programme taking place behind the scenes over the last 18 months or so. Huge



thanks to the whole Music Service team, and wider music hub partner network, for their
support throughout the process, and we look forward to sharing more news of Dorset’s
partnership with colleagues in Somerset. We’ll keep you up to date with the development of
the new combined music hub as it kicks into action from September — but the Dorset Music
Service team will remain your point of contact for all music education related matters as our
new ways of working continue to evolve.

See you in September!

Echo Fest

Echo Fest is a brand-new youth festival happening in Wareham this August co-organised by
Dorset Music Hub, Dorset Council and other partners.

We’re inviting bands and aspiring young artists from secondary schools and youth settings
across Dorset to apply to perform at the festival.

We’re looking for performers aged between 11 and 16 (group members can be up to the age
of 18). Interested bands and performers should send details about them/their group -
ideally with a sample song from their set —to dorsetmusicservice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk.

Performers/bands can apply directly or be nominated by a teacher/youth worker/music
leader from the school or setting that they attend.

A selection of performers/bands will be invited to perform a set on the main stage at Echo
Fest and will receive feedback and advice from music industry professionals.

The performers/bands could also win the chance to professionally record their music and be
invited to perform at future music hub events.

When: Thursday 8th August 2024, 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Where: Carey Outdoor Education Centre, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 7PB
At Echo Fest, there will be:

e Live music from local artists

* Interactive workshops

e Cooking

e Drumming

e Arts and crafts

e Archery


mailto:dorsetmusicservice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

e High ropes
e Street food and drinks
e Free shuttle service

For more information and free tickets, please visit the Echo Fest Eventbrite page.

Please share this with all of your young musicians and let us know about any young
performers/bands you know who would like to perform. For this, and for any queries, please
contact us by email or phone dorsetmusicservice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk / 01305 225770.

Music Subject Leader changes for 24/25

Please remember to tell us about any planned changes to the Music Subject Leader in your
school for September.

If you are expecting a change of MSL, please ensure a handover takes place, making sure
that the new MSL knows about any support your school is receiving from us and also the
other support we have available.

Please see our new hub website for more details: https://www.dorsetmusichub.org.uk.

Also make sure a new MSL knows who our area leader is for your school - see the 'Locality
Spotlight' below for our area leader email addresses.

Hub Membership & Classroom Instrumental Learning 24/25

Don't forget to sign-up if you want these for 24/25!
In our last regular update, we shared details of our Hub Membership and Classroom
Instrumental Learning programme for 2024/25.

It's not too late if you haven't sent us your requests yet...

Hub Membership

Please complete our Hub Membership form to...
e Tell usifyou are - or aren't - planning to purchase Hub Membership in 2024-25

e And, if you are, to request your membership options either before or after
purchasing Hub Membership 24-25 on Nexus.

Hub Membership Request form
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Visit the Music Hub Membership 2024-25 page of our website for full details of everything
that is included.

Classroom Instrumental Learning

Please complete our Classroom Instrumental Learning (CIL) booking form to tell us:
e Ifyoudo -ordon't-require our CIL provision in 2024-25

e |f you do, what programme you would like. (This can be done either before or after
purchasing it on Nexus).

e [fyou don't require our CIL provision, we ask that you let us know your school's plans
for this provision for our reporting to Arts Council England.

CIL booking form

Visit the Classroom Instrumental Learning page of our website for full details of the

programmes we're offering.

Changing Key Dorset — Richard Ely Bursary funding
Please share this information with your instrumentalists and their families...

Dorset Music Hub partner charity, Changing Key Dorset, offers funding awards for up to

£300 per year to young musicians facing challenging circumstances.

Applications for funding from Changing Key Dorset are welcomed from any young musician
educated across Dorset, including the wider BCP area. The funding can be used to support a
variety of musical activities provided by private or public providers for up to a year.

Applications can be made online at anytime.

Please note that the window for applications for grants beginning in the Autumn Term
closes on Monday 9th September.

For more details about funding awards please visit the funding application page on the

Changing Key Dorset website.

To become a supporter of Changing Key Dorset and to receive all the latest communications,
please sign-up to the mailing list.

Please visit the Changing Key Dorset website for more information:
https://changingkeydorset.co.uk/
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Within Reach Young Creative Leaders Programme

Jon Davies, Course Mentor for the Within Reach Young Creative Leaders Programme, shares

his thoughts from the training weekend held in June:

"Starting at the Cumulous Activity Centre in the picturesque town of Swanage, the Within
Reach programme embarked on its exciting journey. Ten young leaders, ten aspiring artists,
and ten future trailblazers came together with a shared mission: to create, to learn, and to
lead.

Alongside training leads from B-Sharp and the Music Service team, we worked with the
Young Creative Leaders to forge rewarding collaborative partnerships, lead activities, and
reflect on possible outcomes and the impact planning can have on effective delivery.

The weekend was filled with opportunities for leadership, for peer assessment, for
developing co-leading skills, as well relaxation and relationship-building, talking about our
creative practice and shared interests, amongst the Young Creative Leaders cohort and the
Within Reach staff team ourselves. The wisdom, experience and insights shared from this
group of young creatives was one of the unexpected delights for Clair McColl from DMS, and
its safe to say that ‘the learning’ was definitely not only one way across the weekend."

Dance music star visits Dorset schools

In July, global music star Sarah de Warren is working in partnership with Dorset Music Hub to

provide free two-hour music technology, production and recording workshops in local
schools and community venues.

Sarah De Warren, vocalist and songwriter, is a recognisable voice and name in the dance

world. Sarah writes, and performs on, releases produced by A-list DJ artists, and has a more
than 1 million monthly listeners on Spotify for her own artist profile.

Sarah grew up and went to school in Weymouth. She now travels around the world with her
career but often comes back to visit her family.

On her next visit to Weymouth in July, she’s partnering with Dorset Music Hub to provide
free two-hour music technology/production/recording workshops in a number of local
schools and community venues:

e Budmouth Academy
e \Wey Valley Academy
e Atlantic Academy

e Steps Youth Club
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This is a fantastic opportunity for students to learn from —and be inspired by — a successful
global artist who started her career locally!

Look out for more about this in one of our next updates.

Musicianship Programme - feedback survey & Next Steps reminder
Has your school had the Musicianship Programme this year?

e If you have, we would really value your feedback on the sessions you received -
please complete our short Musicianship Programme Survey.

e Also, please don’t forget that your pupils who participated in the programme now
have access to a free instrument loan under our Next Steps scheme. For more
details, please follow this link to further information about our Next Steps scheme,

including how to book the instruments for your pupils.

Hub partner news

@] %Make your own Musical Summer Holiday Club%

Please share this news from BSharp with your students...

Are you aged 11- 18? Do you love to sing, dance, play an instrument, write or perform?

Come and join us this summer and help us create our very own mini musical theatre
production. We will work as a team to write, rehearse and perform an original musical
theatre production across 4 days of workshops led by professional musicians. No previous
experience needed, just a love of music!

This is a 4-day project - 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th August, 10.30 - 3.30pm. Join all 4 days to
participate in the full creation from start to finish and the final day performance. Also
available to book as individual day sessions, if you are not free for the full project. A hot
meal will be provided each day for all participants.

Costs: S FREE for young people with a Dorset county council code HAF Code. For more
details about eligibility for HAF code: Holiday activities and food (HAF) programme - Dorset

Council

Si¢ £80 for all other participants. (We want to include all young people who want to make
music, whatever their financial circumstances - subsidised places are available, even if you
are not eligible for a Dorset Council HAF code - please ask)

Venue: The Hub, Church Street, Lyme Regis DT7 3BSTo
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Book: https://bsharp.org.uk/makeyourownmusical/ or email info@bsharp.org.uk

Sing Together! with Mark De-Lisser

Please share this news from Somerset Music with your students....

Mark De-Lisser renowned choral director, vocal coach and arranger returns for Sing
Together! Three days of singing and performing with Mark as guest conductor.

Mark’s work includes conducting the ‘Children in need’ choir, ‘Our Dementia’ choir, The
Voice and The Masked Singer.

Those of you who have worked with him before will remember his energy and inspiration he
brings whilst offering the pupils the chance to work with one of the countries leading vocal
coaches.

The course is taking place at Westlands Entertainment Venue in Yeovil on Weds 24th - Fri
26th July and is for pupils aged 8-18. This is a cross-border event and is open to anyone from
Somerset, Dorset or Devon.

Further information and details on booking https://somersetmusic.co.uk/sing-together/

British Army Band Tidworth - school outreach opportunities

The British Army Band Tidworth has some exciting opportunities for schools and young
people. Their aim is to encourage and inspire, offering an insight into a career as an army
musician. Examples of activities that they can provide are:

e Workshops - such as a performance from a quintet, a small ensemble, or full band.
e Working with groups/ensembles or sections of a school orchestra/band
e A presentation about army music

If you're interested in this opportunity for your school ensembles, please contact us:
dorsetmusicservice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk / 01305 225770.
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Creative writing project opportunity - Resonate
Last year's Resonate Project was a huge success and twelve young people are being sought

for this year's project!

The Resonate Project involves two weekend, creative writing workshops for up to twelve

young people (aged 12-18yrs).

At the end of the second weekend the participants will have the opportunity to perform
their pieces (which could be spoken word/poetry, rap, comedy, song or monologue) to a live
audience at Bridport Arts Centre as part of Bridport Literary Festival.

The Resonate Project wants to hear their unique stories, particularly from those whose
voices may be under-represented for all kinds of reasons.

Over the two weekends participants will work with professional performance poet, Joelle
Taylor (returning for a second year by popular demand), plus experienced volunteer
mentors. Together, they will help each young person develop their writing and performance
skills.

Many of last year's participants have continued on their journeys as writers and performed
at other local events, they made new friends and had a great time creating something they
can be proud of forever.

Have a look at the short documentary about last year's project and see for yourself how
successful it was: Resonate Documentary (youtube.com). You can watch the full

performance here RESONATE Full Performance (youtube.com)

Dates for this year are as follows;
e Weekend 1 - Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th October

e Weekend 2 - Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd November (with evening performance at
Bridport Arts Centre)

Participants will ideally need to commit to all the above dates.
Resonate can help with transport, where needed.
All snacks, drinks and lunches are provided.

The Resonate Project would love your support in finding the right young people who would
really benefit from this opportunity.

If you know of any young people who might be interested - particularly those whose
voices are under-represented - please contact Alex at:
alex@thebankofdreamsandnightmares.org
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Babigloo - music for 0-5s

Babigloo Music is a Dorset-based Early Years Music organisation.

Babigloo is contributing to outcomes for the Children, Young People and Families' Plan 2023
to 2033 in ensuring that children and families have the Best Start in Life and the Best Place to
Live.

Thanks to funding from the national Youth Music charity and grant providers in Dorset,
including Dorset Council and Dorset Community Foundation, they have been able to ‘grow’
their delivery from their roots in East Dorset back in 2018-19 to pilot programmes in four
other Dorset Localities (Chesil, West, Purbeck and North) during 2022-23, and then across
the whole of the county for 2024-25. This will include programmes in Bovington, Bridport
Dorchester and Herston.

Babigloo is aiming to be part of the new ‘Transformation Programme’ in the Early Years as it
rolls out through Family Hubs.

How is Babigloo different?

A Babigloo session is a music and theatre class unlike any other parent and babies music
session. Each class is structured and led purely by the use of music and vocal sounds,
rhythms and patterns. There is no adult talking during a session and so it is truly child-led
even by the youngest baby - 3.5 weeks is their youngest! Each class is led by a musician and
a music-theatre facilitator and introduces new instruments, a wide repertoire of music -
including classical and a variety of sounds. Practitioners listen to babies' vocal sounds and
create music and patterns with them, thereby starting a musical ’conversation’. After a few
sessions, other local professional musicians are introduced. They play to the babies using
violin, harp, accordion, clarinet and other instruments.

“Babigloo is just so special and feels like a treat for the babies with all the rich sensory input
they get from the music, instruments, props and your fabulous outfits. Each week we look
forward to something new and are never disappointed!”

For more details, visit the Babigloo website: Babigloo Music for Babies - music for children 0
to 12 months
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Spotlight on localities

This is a regular feature where we highlight examples of exciting events and opportunities,
and share inspiring stories from our localities.

If you have something to share from your school please tell us or you could...
e Ask your pupils to write something for us

e Send us an 'embed code' so we can include something from your website or social
media

Please email content to dorsetmusicservice@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

West Dorset

DMH West Dorset Area Leader - Hannah Reeves: hannah.reeves@dorsetcouncil.qov.uk

Soundwaves Early Years Project

It has been a busy time for Early Years music with the completion of our Early Years music
Soundwaves project with our partners ‘Take Art’ . This project saw Wonderland Nursery in

Bridport and Maiden Newton Childcare working with Early Years music experts and
emerging practitioners to nurture musicality in their settings.

Babigloo in West Dorset

Our partners Babigloo have been busy completing their first term of delivery with babies
with sessions taking place at Bridport Arts Centre and Dorchester Children’s Centre as well
as others across Dorset. Babies have been treated to a musical and sensory performance
each week through a non- verbal approach. Sessions are based around babies ‘conversation’
and listening skills with practitioners tuning in and working with the babies contributions.
These sessions are being expanded in the Autumn term to reach 1-3 year olds with more
information available here - Babigloo Music for Babies - music for children 0 to 12 months

Bridport Open Mic night - please share with your students

Bridport Open Mic night takes place every month at Tortilla Cantina and provides young
people with the opportunity to perform in an informal setting and watch other live
performances. Sessions take place the 3rd Monday of every month during term time
between 6-9pm and have expert guidance on hand to help support young people in their
journey. For more information please contact dmehworkshops@gmail.com
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B Sharp - please share with your students

Lyme Regis based charity B Sharp is passionate about building a sound future for young
people through music. They offer a broad, inclusive programme of music, singing,
participation, creation, performance and development from early years to adulthood, and to
young people from a wide variety of backgrounds across West Dorset, East Devon and South
Somerset.

B Sharp offers...

e Inclusive music making groups for children aged 8-18 years (weekly).

e Music groups for parents with babies and toddlers (weekly).

e 1-to-1 sessions to help young people explore their emotions, express themselves and

connect.

e Training and development opportunities for young people aged 16-25.

And much more!
B Sharp Busking Festival Success!

"We are delighted to share news of our successful B Sharp Busking Festival last weekend! We
had a great day, with performances from all our groups from the little 5 year olds at Seaton
Starz, to our young adults in our Houseband group. Our groups were proud to share their
work with an audience of family, friends and supporters, as well as Lyme Regis visitors.

There were workshops and activities for all ages, including a Ukulele Workshop led by Lyme
Luggers, a Pop-Up Choir with Seaton Acapella, Drumming Circles, and free Harbour Records
recording sessions. We even had activities for babies and toddlers, with a Little B’s Boogie
family gig and drop-in early years music sessions in our Little B’s Beach Hut.

There were buskers of all ages performing throughout the town — from young musicians
having their first go at performing in public through to seasoned professionals. The Town Mill
supported B Sharp with a busking stage in their courtyard, providing a lovely space to listen
to music on a sunny afternoon.

Thank you to all the performers, buskers and audiences who came to support our young
participants. And to the hard-working B Sharp team and music leaders who made it all
happen!

We look forward to seeing you all again next year! If you are interested in supporting B Sharp
through volunteering, or sponsorship please do get in touch — we would love to hear from

n

you.
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Purbeck and Lytchett

DMH Purbeck & Lytchett Area Leader - Pili Lopez: maria.araujolopez@dorsetcouncil.qgov.uk

Purbeck Youth Music

Local charity Purbeck Youth Music (PYM) exists to inspire, encourage and develop young

people in Purbeck through an extensive network of professional musicians and instrumental
teachers, providing lessons and instruments and a programme of interactive presentations,
workshops and ensembles.

Latest news from PYM...

"Purbeck Youth Music has had a busy few weeks, with recent concerts in Swanage and
Wareham bringing together children in Years 3 & 4 in the culmination of our Singing Schools
Project. The material was all sourced from Sing Up and the children and staff at all the
schools worked really well with Susannah, our project leader, to produce some excellent
performances.

Our brass, woodwind and folk fiddle ensembles performed in the Swanage concert, and the
Stoborough wind ensemble performed in the Wareham concert. We are very grateful to all
our tutors for their hard work.

We are planning to continue the Singing Schools project next year with 9 Primary schools in
Swanage, Langton Matravers, Corfe Castle, Stoborough, Wareham and Wool, and the
concerts will be held in March this time.

We had our termly informal concert for instrumentalists and vocalists, and our Swanage Big
Band put on a concert at the end of June. They will also be playing in the forthcoming
Swanage Jazz Festival on July 13th.

Members of our Tradfolk fiddle group will be playing at the Purbeck Valley Folk Festival in
August, with Matt Tarling.

Our Young Ambassadors have contributed hugely this year and are great role models for
younger musicians. We are grateful for all they do to support PYM, performing in concerts
and with ensembles, and we are delighted that the two school leavers have gained personal
success with a place on the Jazz Course at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance
(Oscar) and a place on the Music degree course at Southampton University (Amy)."

PYM offers...
e Instrument loans from as little as £23 per annum

e Instrumental tuition: 1:1 lessons, small group tuition and beginner taster groups
(from as little as £10 for a series of sessions)
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e Ensembles: brass, woodwind and strings - providing regular opportunities to play
and perform together.

For more details about these offers and more, visit PYM: Instruments and Lessons

PYM: "Inspire and enthuse a new generation of young musicians."

Chesil

DMH Chesil Area Leader - Pili Lopez: maria.araujolopez@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Chesil Pride

This year's Chesil Pride event was a celebration of diversity and a show of support for
Weymouth and Portland’s LGBTQ+ young people. The theme this year, chosen by young
people in the local LGBTQ+ community, was ‘Intersectionality,” with the tag line ‘See Me.’

Around 250 young people, their allies, friends, families, and members of the local
community attended the event, before taking part in a celebrative parade along
Weymouth’s Esplanade.

Bands from All Saints Academy performed on the stage at the event headquarters at
Weymouth College.

Follow this link to read in more detail about Chesil Pride on the Dorset Council website

Celebrating #DorsetMakingMusic: Digitally

Dorset Music Service Music Technology expert, Shawn Keys, has been working with pupils at
Southill Primary this term. The pupils created some amazing tracks using the Yu Studio
Digital Audio Workstation - part of the Charanga resource available for free as part of
Dorset Music Hub membership. Pupils have their own log-ins to Yu Studio so can continue
to use it outside of school. Many of the Southill pupils loved using Yu Studio and continued
working on their creations at home!

To listen to some of their tracks and find out more details, please visit the Southill Primary

website.
Weymouth students in the news!

Pupils from Budmouth Academy and Southill Primary School have recently been celebrated
in the Dorset Echo for their music-making! Follow these links to see the articles:

e Teenage rock band from Weymouth perform at first gigs | Dorset Echo

e Weymouth primary school wow the audience | Dorset Echo
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East Dorset

DMH East Dorset Area Leader - Pete Whitmarsh: peter.whitmarsh@dorsetcouncil.qgov.uk

Broadstone Music Series / Poole Society for Young Musicians

Broadstone Music Series exists under the title of “Poole Society for Young Musicians”

(registered charity no 1171893) and their groups and events are open to students from
across Dorset. Their 10th Annual Summertime Music Course takes place later this July. This
is always a very popular course and the closing date for bookings for this year is rapidly
approaching so, if you have pupils who are interested, please encourage them to sign-up as
soon as possible!

Sign up now on www.broadstonemusicseries.info or send an email to poolsym@gmail.com

Summer Jammers with High Pine Music
9am - 2pm, three days a week in August at St Michael’s Middle School, Colehill.
Ages 8-16 years

Find out more at: www.highpinemusic.com/summer-jammers

North Dorset

DMH North Dorset Area Leader - Dianne Ely: dianne.ely@dorsetcouncil.qgov.uk

Wessex Band Summer School

The 53rd Wessex Band Summer School is happening from Monday 29th July to Saturday 3rd
August at Sturminster Newton High School. The course welcomes players of all ages and
abilities in a friendly, supportive and inclusive environment.

Many participants and their families camp on the attached campsite on the school field
where a week-long programme of social activities are provided for everyone involved in the
summer school.

For more details, please visit www.wessexband.com
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Dorset Rural Music School

Dorset Rural Music School (DRMS), based in Blandford Forum, reaches out across the county

of Dorset, engaging young musicians and school pupils from Early Years through to Sixth
Form offering instrumental music lessons, as well as courses and groups, schools and
community projects, bespoke events and concerts.

DRMS enjoys developing themed cross-curricular projects for schools, providing musicians to
work with pupils on all kinds of topics that support classroom learning. They provide strong,
well-coordinated timelines complete with ready-made resources.

Go to DRMS: Schools to find out more about what DRMS can offer you.

Dorchester area
Free percussion recital opportunity

Saturday 20th July, 12.30-1.00pm St. Peter's Church, Dorchester

Local musician Graeme Thew will be performing on marimba and other percussion
instruments in this rare opportunity for students to hear a solo percussion recital.

For more details, visit the St. Peter's Church social media accounts.

Follow us on social media!

Don't forget to follow us on your school and personal social media accounts:

e  Facebook: @DorsetMusicService

o Twitter (x): @musichubdorset

e Instagram: @dorsetmusichub
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